
Small Journal Cover
Instructions
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Stitching and Burnishing Supplies
• Needles
• Thread:
a. T- Pockets (x2) 12”
b. Pen Holder Closure (x1) 16”
c. Attach Card Pocket to Front Panel 
(x1) 22”
d. Perimeter Stitch (x1) 100”
• Canvas
• Sandpaper
• Beeswax

Leather
1. Front Panel
2. Pen Holder Pocket
3. T-Pockets (x2)
4. Card Pocket
5. Notebook Pocket
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*You should know* 
Paper binder clips are perfect 
for holding layers of leather 

together while you stitch. 
They serve the purpose of 

sewing pins.

all stitching start points are 
marked with a star.

flesh grain

flesh vs. grain coloration
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Step 1: (Optional) Burnish everywhere marked by 
the grey lines below:
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Step 2:  Saddle stitch the three hole bottom seam 
of one T-pocket (3) onto the pen holder pocket (2). 
Prepare your needles. Lay one T-pocket (3) onto the 
pen holder pocket (2) grain side to flesh side, lining up 
the three holes at the bottom of the T-pocket (3) to 
the top three holes on the pen holder pocket (2). Begin 
your saddle stitch by threading your needle through 
the farthest left hole. Saddle stitch the remaining 
three holes. When you get to the last right hole, back-
stitch and pull both needles through to the grain side 
of the T-pocket (3).  Snip and carefully burn threads. 
Tip:  using a heavy object, flatten down these stitches.
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Step 3: Repeat the same process for attaching the 
second T-pocket (3) onto the pen holder pocket (2). Lay 
the second T-pocket (3) onto the bottom three holes 
on the pen holder pocket (2) grain side to flesh side. 
This second T-pocket (3) will now cover the stitches 
from the first T-pocket (3). Begin your saddle stitch by 
threading your needle through the farthest left hole. 
Saddle stitch the remaining three holes. When you get 
to the last right hole, backstitch and pull both needles 
through to the grain side of the T-pocket (3).  Snip and 
carefully burn threads. Tip: using a heavy object, flat-
ten down these stitches.2
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Step 4:  Stitch the pen holder closed on the pen 
holder pocket (2). Prepare your needles. Fold the 6 hole 
seam back, flesh side to flesh side, creating a straw 
like tube for a pen. Starting the needles in the top 
hole, begin to saddle stitch down along the seam, 
stitching the pen holder closed. When you get to the 
last hole, back stitch. Pull both needles through 
toward the flesh side of the pen holder pocket (2). Snip 
and carefully burn threads. 

Step 5: Attach the T-pockets (3) and the card pocket (4) to the pen 
holder pocket (2). Prepare your needles. Starting in the very top hole on 
the right side seam of the pen holder pocket (2), begin to saddle stitch 
down the first T-pocket (3). Continue to saddle stitch on the second 
T-pocket (3) . Align the card pocket (4) and saddle stitch the card pocket 
(4) onto the pen holder pocket (2). When you get to the last hole of the 
card pocket (4) and pen holder pocket (2) back stitch. Pull both needles 
through to the flesh side of the pen holder pocket (2). Snip and careful-
ly burn threads.
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Step 6: Stitch the assembled pen holder pocket (2) and 
notebook pocket (5) onto the front panel (1). Prepare your 
needles. Lay the front panel (1) down, flesh side up. Note 
which side of the front panel (1) is the left. Line up the 
assembled pen holder pocket (2) on the left side of the front 
panel (1) and the notebook pocket (5) on the right side of the 
front panel (1), grain sides up. Begin with the needle in the 
bottom right corner of the notebook pocket (5), and send the 
needle through to the bottom right corner of the front panel 
(1). Saddle stitch to the left, attaching the bottom seam of 
the notebook pocket (5) onto the front panel (1). Once the 
bottom seam of the notebook pocket (5) is attached, clip on 
the assembled pen holder pocket (2) using a binder clip. 
Continue to stitch along the single layer of the front panel (1) 
making sure to add in the assembled pen holder pocket (2). 
Keep saddle stitching up the left side of the assembled pen 
holder pocket (2) and around the top left corner of the pen 
holder pocket (2) and the front panel (1). Saddle stitch along 
the top seam of the pen holder pocket (2) continuing on the 
single layer of the front panel (1), making sure to add in the 
top seam of the notebook pocket (5). Continue down the right 
side of the notebook pocket (5) until you reach the right side 
corner stitch where you started. When you get to your first 
stitch, continue for three more saddle stitches. This will act 
as your back stitch. Pull both needles through to the grain 
side of the notebook pocket (5). Snip and carefully burn 
threads. 

BOTTOM LEFT

There is a sticker on the 
flesh side of the front 
panel (1) denoting the 

lower left corner.
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Step 7: (Optional) Sand then burnish the outer edge 
marked by the grey lines below.

Step 8: Crease the front panel (1). Fold the entire front panel 
(1) in half like a book. Line up the two corners of the left side to 
the two corners on the right side. Using your thumb, press down 
along the “spine” to give your small journal cover its fold. 

@buckleguycom

@buckleguy

@buckleguy

@buckleguy.com

Thanks from all of us at Buckleguy!
 

Share your projects with us on 
social media

By using the hashtag #BGkits

All done! Enjoy 
your new journal 

cover!
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