
Stitching and Burnishing 
Supplies
• Needles
• Thread(s):
a. Zipper pull 13”
b. Outer panel 100”
• Canvas
• Sandpaper
• Beeswax

Leather
1. Zipper Panel 
2. Zipper Pull
3. Outer Panel 

Pencil Case
Instructions
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*You should know* 
Paper binder clips are perfect 
for holding layers of leather 

together while you stitch. 
They serve the purpose of 

sewing pins.

all stitching start points are 
marked with a star.

flesh grain

flesh vs. grain coloration
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Step 1: (Optional) Burnish the outer perimeter of the 
zipper pull (2) marked by the grey line below.



Step 2:  Saddle stitch the zipper pull (2). Prepare your 
needles. Pull zipper pull (2) through zipper o-ring. Fold the 
zipper pull (2) so that the o-ring is sandwiched between the 
two layers. Begin by sending your needle through the hole 
closest to the o-ring, and saddle stitch down the zipper pull 
(2). After completing the last stitch, backstitch twice, snip, 
and carefully burn threads. 
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Step 3: Saddle stitch the zipper panel (1) onto the outer 
panel (3) flesh side to flesh side. Prepare your needles. Lay 
the short edge of the  zipper panel (1) over the short edge of 
the outer panel (3) flesh side to flesh side. You will need to 
make sure you are starting your needle in the center hole of 
each panel. Send your prepared thread through the center 
hole of both panels and begin to saddle stitch. As you contin-
ue along, the outer panel (3) will begin to fold up to meet the 
zipper panel (1). Make sure your stitches stay tight throughout 
this entire stitch around the perimeter. You are going to keep 
saddle stitching all the way around the entire zipper panel (1) 
and outer panel (3) until you reach the same holes where you 
started. Continue two more saddle stitches past your first 
stitch. This will act as your back stitch. Snip and carefully burn 
threads. 



Step 3 Continued: Step 3 Continued: 
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Step 4: (Optional) Sand then burnish all exposed edges. as 
shown by the grey lines below.

@buckleguycom

@buckleguy
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Thanks from all of us at Buckleguy!
 

Share your projects with us on 
social media

By using the hashtag #BGkits

Step 5: Fill your finished pencil case with pens and pencils!!
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